t>4	RELIGIOUS CONDITION.
fierce, hideous, blood-thirsty deity, " who is represented
in the most awful forms, not unoften dressed in human
palms, garlanded with a string of human skulls, holding
a skull by the hair in one hand, and an uplifted sabre
in the other, and having her person stained with,
patches of human gore.'1*
* Narabalt was probably borrowed from the practice of such non-Aryan,
tirbes as the Kandhs.
" The Kandhs, like the Santals, have many deities, race-gods, tribe-
gods, family-gods, and a multitude of malignant spirits and demons.
But their great divinity is the Earth-god, who represents 'the productive
energy of-nature. Twice each year, at sowing time and at harvest,,
and in all seasons of special calamity, the Earth-god required a human
sacrifice (Meriah). The duty of providing the victims rested with the
lower race attached to the Kandah village. Brahmans and Kandhs were
the only classes exempted from sacrifice, and an ancient rule ordained
that the offering must be bought with a price. Men of the lower race
kidnapped the victims from the plains, and a thriving Kandh village
usually kept a small stock in reserve, ' to meet sudden demands for
atonement' The victim, on being brought to the hamlet, was welcomed
at every threshold, daintly fed, and kindly treated till the fatal day
arrived He was then solemnly sacrificed to the Earth-god, the Kandhs*
shouting in his dying ear, 'We bought you with a price; no sin rests
with us y His flesh and blood were distributed among the village lands.
In 1835, the Kandhs passed under our rule, and these rites had to
cease* The proud Kandh spirit shrank from compulsion; but after
many tribal councils, they agreed to give up 'their stock of victims as a
valuable present to their new suzerain. Care was taken that they should
not procure fresh ones. The Kidnapping of victims for human sacrifice
was declared a capital offence; and their priests were led to discover
tfeat goats or buffaloes did quite as well for the Earth-god under British
rate as human sacrifices." (Hunter's "Indian Empire'* p, 62).

